
Topics of interest that are drawing my attention ( Thomas Orjala)

The future, and function, of Societies

  Is the current model of UBF Societies out of date? If yes, then what steps can we take to upgrade and improve them?

  It does appear that a major revamping of the society structure is in order. The core design of the UBF mission/vision has undergone considerable revision with a major emphasis to be more socially interactive in our communities and on the world stage. 

  This is a positive course correction considering the Master admonished his followers to go forth and share the good news with their fellows. He well knew the dangers of over intellectualizing religious beliefs and sought to warn his followers to not fall into that trap. We have, to greater or lesser extent, fallen into that trap. The society models were built at a time when a primary goal was to just get the book into peoples hands. Societies were designed to be the entities that gather the new readers and integrated them into study pods. The assumption here was along the lines that the world would be transformed to the degree we understood the teachings. That has not gone as well as planned and hoped for.

  What is most needed now is for the world to see the Master living in the lives of the men and women touched by His teachings. The world cannot see the Master living in our lives if we are nowhere to be seen. Can we become revelation inspired ambassadors of the kingdom, instead of being reclusive students of a big book?

   A new model, consistent with the Masters teachings is continuing to emerge and can only serve to benefit us and our struggling planet as we go forth and interact in all venues with every possible type of human, regardless of their beliefs, social status, intellectual development and so forth.

  I can see our Societies going forth into the world - another vital and growing branch of the UBF tree, expanding in new directions as are other branches, including the Area Coordinator team. They are revisioning themselves in this same light - one of active participation and engagement in their communities.

2).   ACFW revamping and redesign

  Like the Societies, the Area Coordinator program came out of a time when the focus was to study, connect, read together and attend gatherings, from local to international.

  The world has changed much since those early days. We had envisioned tens of thousands finding the UB and our work was just going to keep on growing. In reality, it about dried up in many regions. In fact it was killed off many years ago for some reason and only recently revived itself thanks to Ted Blaney and Brent St Denis. With Ted’s passing I became chair of the program. 

  Progress has been slow and part of the issue is using a model that is outdated. There are very few new reader contacts coming in to follow up on. Occasional booth activity does give us opportunities to engage with inquiring like-minded individuals, and new contacts to reach out to. Even with that effort we seldom get replies back. It would appear that in todays media driven/short attention span world our approach is drowned our by all the salacious competition.

  Some, like myself, have been experimenting in a variety of ways to connect with people in person, to develop relationships that lead to deeper relationships where revelatory inspired concepts can be shared.

  An easy approach is to attend a church or other organizations where the truth hungry gather and have various groups that meet regularly. I joined ‘the God and Coffee’ weekly meeting at our local Unity Center and am loving it. The group is all over the spectrum from ‘past lives?’ to ‘I don’t know what to believe’ to ‘Jesus is the real deal’, and much more. We have GREAT discussions and I look forward to going every week. I can always upgrade the level on thinking and people react in a variety of ways, some puzzled but most inspired and uplifted. Give it a try in your community.

  As the ACFW is not an official committee it has been experimenting with how to do its work better and we are investing much of our time into developing model programs that anyone can use in their communities. More on that soon.

3). Regular meetings

  It is important for the Societies, AC’s and any group to meet regularly to move the ball down the field. I suggest the Societies meet on both a regular and as-needed basis, be it social gatherings, fellowship meetings, or service work in their local communities.

  I feel that there is much need for the Society structure to be in a constant state of redesign. The meetings, more like conclave’s, would be focused on particular topics and issues that need addressing. Some issues to focus on that I can see are:

a- A meeting of the low-functioning and all but dead Societies….explore common issues, determine need for support, would redesign help? what is needed? (leaders, dollars, tech) etc.

b- A meeting to explore - brain storm - what is possible for the societies as we move forward into a new era. Let’s look honestly at what is, and what isn’t, working.

c- Meetings to refine and implement new/revamped programs that will revitalize the society structure and increase local community impact.

  Meetings can be called by any society with a (if possible) 2 week notice. Recordings would be available on the Fellowship website. If needed, I assume Geoff could set us up with functionality to communicate more easily. Zoom meetings would be preferred.


  These are some thoughts I have to help use function more productively, and I would enjoy to hearing what others are thinking.

  Thomas Orjala 

  President - Inland NW Urantia Society (INUS)
  Chair - Area Coordinators
  
  torjala@gmail.com

